BLUE LAKE SPRINGS HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION

POLICY NO: 500-B-6
SUBJECT: Easements

DESCRIPTION:

An easement is a legal conditional right to use the land by some entity other than the landowner.
There are generally four types of easements: utility, private, easement of necessity, and prescriptive,
however, BLSHA also has prescribed equestrian and pedestrian easements as well as a granted right
to access a member’s property through an easement. Brief explanations follow:

1. Public Utility Easements (PUE).
The most common easement allows a utility entity to traverse a member’s land to benefit the
landowner and neighbors. A utility entity’s easement may be required for water, sewer, power,
telephone, community drainage, or cable companies.

2. Private Easements occur when a member grants the right to utilize a portion of their property
for some purpose. This might be for a utility line or in some more rural settings, granting access
for someone to cross a member’s property for some reason or purpose.

3. Easements of Necessity are more common in rural settings. An example would be if access to a
property can only be obtained by traversing someone else’s land. The law grants people the right
to access their property. Landowners cannot interfere with a neighbor’s rights to traverse
another’s land.

4. Prescriptive Easements occur where someone has been using someone else’s land openly and
continuously over a period of time. In California, a user of land may establish a prescriptive
easement by proving that his or her use of another’s land was: (1) continuous and uninterrupted
for five years; (2) open and notorious; and/or (3) hostile.

5. Equestrian and Pedestrian Easements were created during the development phase of the
Association. The Association reserves the right to enter its Equestrian and Pedestrian easements when
necessary. These legal easements are located within the PUE and the Association/County setbacks. To

learn which properties have Equestrian and/or Pedestrian easements, contact the BLSHA Administrative
Office.

6. BLSHA Right-to-Enter — The Association has a right-to-enter a member’s property through an

easement to remove and dispose of debris which may include cutting accessways when
necessary.

Page 1 of 2 500-B-6



RESOLUTION:

Members shall reasonably attempt to come to a resolution on how best to resolve an easement
situation by having direct interactions between the involved parties. Neither the BLSHA
Management nor the Board of Directors shall participate in or take action on behalf of the involved

parties. Members may choose to seek resolution by either:

a. contacting Calaveras County to gather pertinent information related to the access issue,
b. seeking a resolution directly between the involved parties, and/or

c. considering legal counsel involvement to resolve the issue.

Related Documents.
CC&Rs, Article II, Section 10 — Utilities and Easements
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