BLUE LAKE SPRINGS HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION

POLICY: 500-B-17
SUBJECT: Fire Prevention Guidelines

DESCRIPTION:
Fire danger prevention is an important Member responsibility. Members are required to maintain
lots to protect dwellings and vegetation of not only personal property but also protect neighboring
property and common areas to provide a greater margin of safety for the evacuation of civilians
and enhance the effectiveness of firefighting efforts to protect homes and property should a
wildfire occur.

Members shall adhere to standards outlined within the following mandates. Each are very briefly
summarized. Visit the websites for more information.

1. California Public Resources Code (PRC) §4291 Law section (ca.gov) requires Members to
maintain around and adjacent to a building or structure a firebreak made by removing and
clearing away, for a distance of not less than thirty (30) feet on each side of the building or
structure or to the property line, whichever is nearer, all flammable vegetation or other
combustible growth.

2. CalFire Defensible Space — www.fire.ca.gov/dspace Defensible space is the buffer between your
structure and the surrounding area. The CalFire Defensible Space guidelines in Calaveras County
follows the PRC Code §4291 referenced above.

3. BLSHA CC&Rs, Article I1I:

e Section 2 — Association’s Right to Enter Property. In summary, grants the ability for the
Association to enter property to remove diseased trees shown to be a common danger to the
immediate or adjacent areas.

e Section 3 — Trees and Vegetation. In summary, must comply with PRC §4291; must
maintain defensible space next to adjacent properties, must remove dead/diseased
vegetation; and gives the Association the right to mitigate issues, invoice members for work
performed, including legal fees, and levy fines.

4. Ebbetts Pass Fire District:
e Fire Ordinance 2020, §9.3 — Improved Lots. Requires vegetation clearance and fuel
reduction around homes and buildings as follows:
a. “Defensible Space Zone” 30 feet around the structure
b. “Reduced Clearance Zone” between 30 feet and 100 feet (or to the property line) of
additional clearance.
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https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=4291.&lawCode=PRC#:%7E:text=4291.%20%28a%29%20A%20person%20who%20owns%2C%20leases%2C%20controls%2C,at%20all%20times%20do%20all%20of%20the%20following%3A
http://www.fire.ca.gov/dspace

e Fire Ordinance 2020, §9.4 — Unimproved Lots. Supports PRC §4290 and §4291 and the

District’s overall efforts to mitigate to some degree the potential for conflagration resulting
from a wildland/intermix fire. This is accomplished by:

a.

b.

Extending the “Reduced Fuel Zone” concept found in PRC 4291 to the entire
unimproved lot or parcel within and/or adjacent to developments.

Extending the “Reduced Fuel Zone” concept in support of PRC 4290, to the
perimeters and Access Ways to residential, commercial, and industrial Buildings.

The modification and reduction of fuels on unimproved lots located adjacent to lots with
structure will help keep a wildfire from intensifying as it moves by reducing heat intensity,
reducing flame lengths and help keep flames from spreading from the ground to trees.

e Fire Ordinance 2020, Addendum B. Requires Members owning unimproved properties to:

a.
b.
c.

o

o

k.

Remove dead branches and trees which are leaning into or against larger trees
Removal and disposal of dead tree limbs within fifteen (15) feet of the ground
Remove live branches to six (6) feet (if tree height is 6 feet or less, remove 1/3 of
the branches live or dead). Members may be required to limb higher depending on
slope of land

. Remove dead branches on ground

Remove all dead brush and brush growing under trees and bushes.

. Remove accumulations of dead materials and/or flammable ground vegetation from

underneath and within brush

. Thin manzanita bushes by removing wood from the plant. Remove dead manzanita

bushes which are highly flammable

. Accumulations and/or piles of dead and dying material must be removed

Thin saplings and/or small trees

Cut bear clover (aka mountain misery) and/or ground cover vegetation to a height
of 3 inches or lower

Cut ALL dead and/or dying vegetation including but not limited to grass and weeds

5. Calaveras County Public Works Department Permit — Contact Blue Lake Springs Mutual Water

Company for the current year’s permit (209-795-7025).

Related Documents:

Refer to various entities’ websites to view various guidelines.
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